XV.
THE MAN" AT THE BELVEDERE.
To many Poles, to foreigners who knew him only
from photographs, Pilsudski was a soldier, stern and for-
bidding. It is with amazement that they learn from his
close friends how one-sided and false a conception they
had formed of him.
He hated to be photographed and though he stood up
without grumbling to be snapped with distinguished vis-
itors, unconsciously his face set in stern, hard lines at
the very sight of cameras. There are hundreds of pic-
tures of him in existence, but only a few where he is
half smiling.
The world knew him only as a soldier, always in the
gray uniform of the Legions. His achievements as the
builder of Poland were little recognized outside the
country. With so much emphasis on his military life,
which totaled less than four years out of sixty-seven,
the world never knew him as a lover of peace, did not
realize that the non-aggression pacts with Russia and
Germany were Ms plan, made long before and persis-
tently cherished until a change of circumstances made it
possible to carry them through to a happy conclusion.
He was also a writer of no mean talent. He was
editor and constant contributor to P. P. S. publications,
writing with an easy, informal style that even in trans-
lation charms and holds the reader. During his three
years of retirement he supported his family by his pen.
Had he given all Ms time and thought to writing, he
might have made a great reputation.
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